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In memoriam 8 Three of his books published in the seventies, 'n Oomblik in die wind (An Instant in the Wind, 1975) , Gerugte van reën (Rumours of rain, 1978) , and 'n Droë wit seisoen (A Dry White Season, 1979) , were nominated for the Booker Price. Brink was also considered a serious candidate to the Nobel Price.
Houd-den-Bek (A Chain of Voices, 1982) opened a new chapter in Brink's writing, by skilfully combining a historical plot with a fi erce criticism of the contemporary political situation in South Africa. Exploring local history and expanding the boundaries of the novel in the eighties and nineties, Brink did not stop to criticise the politics of apartheid.
After the fi rst democratic elections on 27 th April 1994, Brink remained a critical voice, this time focusing on corruption of the new government and on the rising wave of crime, affecting all strata of society. Nevertheless, after the fi nal victory of the ANC, Brink declared that he felt freed from his moral obligation to oppose apartheid, and turned more intensively to history, attempting to create alternative views of the past and the present from feminine and native perspectives.
Notable for the nineties are Sandkastele (Imaginings on sand, 1995) and Duiwelskloof (Devil's Valley, 1998), the fi rst being a feminine perspective on South African history; the second a dark, grotesque satire on apartheid's racial policy. The quest for an alternative insight into the genealogy of South African state and society, combined with an intense search for identity, defi ned as fl uid and constantly changing entity, are the most typical features for the last fi fteen years of his writing. Works such as Donkermaan (Rights of Desire, 2000) , Anderkant die stilte (The Other Side of Silence, 2002) , Bidsprinkaan (Praying Mantis, 2005) and Philida (2012) prove Brink's audacity in exploring discoursive boundaries of the self and the generic boundaries of the novel.
André Brink was not only a novelist, but also an essayist, literary critic, academic teacher, literary translator, and an ANC sympathiser. His programmatic essays in the sixties helped to defi ne and establish experimental tendencies within South African literature in Afrikaans. His book reviews led to a better understanding of literature, and are still a vital source of information about the world of letters in South Africa. They are still, along with his works of literary theory, studied and refl ected upon by contemporary critics and historians of literature.
Apart from novels, Brink authored dramas, short stories and travel books, compiled poetry and prose anthologies, and produced numerous translations, including works by Ibsen, Shakespeare, Cervantes and Chekhov. He also lec- 
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